
Approval to accept a subaward from The Regents of the University of California, Los Angeles to 
support a Human Immunodeficiency Virus research project, and delegate authority to accept and 
execute future subawards and/or amendments. 

SUBJECT

November 30, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL TO ACCEPT AND EXECUTE A SUBAWARD FROM THE REGENTS OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES FOR THE CENTER FOR HIV IDENTIFICATION, 

PREVENTION AND TREATMENT SERVICES RESEARCH PROJECT, EFFECTIVE UPON 
EXECUTION BY BOTH PARTIES

BUT NO SOONER THAN BOARD APPROVAL THROUGH JANUARY 31, 2011
(All Districts) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1.  Approve and instruct the Director of the Department of Public Health (DPH), or his designee, to 
accept and sign Subaward Agreement Number 2000 G NC818 (Exhibit I) in the amount of $20,000 
from The Regents of the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) to support a Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) research project to be conducted by DPH, effective upon execution by 
both parties, but no sooner than Board approval, through January 31, 2011.  

2.  Delegate authority to the Director of DPH, or his designee, to accept and execute future 
subawards and/or amendments to UCLA Subaward Agreement Number 2000 G NC818 through 
January 31, 2012, that provide for an extension of the subaward term as determined by the grantor, 
allow for the roll-over of unused funds, and/or provide for an increase or decrease in funding up to 25
 percent of each term’s base amount, subject to review and approval by County Counsel, and 
notification to your Board and the Chief Executive Office (CEO).
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of the recommended actions will enable the DPH HIV Epidemiology Program to participate 
in the Center for HIV Identification, Prevention and Treatment Services (CHIPTS) research project 
entitled “A Street-Based Pilot Study of Latino Gay and Bisexual Men.”  

The purpose of the CHIPTS' pilot study is to identify innovative community-level approaches to 
reduce HIV transmission by reducing high risk behaviors, improve HIV testing access and timeliness, 
and improve linkages to HIV care among Latino and African American men who have sex with men 
(MSM) and men who have sex with men and women (MSM/W) in Los Angeles County. To date, 
most HIV prevention research has focused on individual-level interventions that do not account for 
the broader societal influences on MSM's and MSM/W’s HIV risk. This pilot study presents an 
opportunity to conduct HIV prevention research, utilizing data captured via surveys and focus groups 
using a street-based method of recruitment and will investigate new methods for stopping the HIV 
epidemic using a more comprehensive approach.

The specific aims of the study are to: 1) learn more about high-risk sexual behaviors among Latino 
and African American MSM and MSM/W including how they meet their sex partners, where they 
engage in sex, and how sexual partnerships are negotiated among casual partners; 2)  learn more 
about motivations to get tested for HIV and get linked to and maintain HIV care appointments and 
the content, structure, and potential efficacy of a community-level intervention to distribute and use 
home-based HIV test kits; and 3) obtain input from focus groups of HIV-positive Latino and African 
American MSM and MSM/W about their experiences with linkage to HIV care.

DPH will collaborate with two community-based organizations, Bienestar Human Services, Inc. 
(Bienestar) and In the Meantime Men’s Group (ITMT), to conduct focus groups and  street-based 
recruitment of 100 Latino and 100 African American MSM and MSM/W who are reluctant to seek 
prevention services and would not otherwise be recruited from gay service organizations or social 
venues.  A short 10-15 minute survey will be administered to the participants and will include 
questions about basic demographics; sexual risk behaviors; the structure, content, and efficacy of 
home-based HIV test kits; and HIV testing.

Additionally, Bienestar and ITMT staff will facilitate four one-time focus groups of 10 HIV-positive 
men each (2 groups of Latinos and 2 groups of African Americans).  Participants will be asked to 
discuss their experiences with HIV testing and linkage to HIV care, including barriers and motivating 
factors.  Both Bienestar and ITMT were selected as collaborators based on their experience working 
with the Latino and African American communities, respectively, and will be funded by UCLA directly.

The DPH HIV Epidemiology Program routinely conducts epidemiological research among groups at 
high risk for HIV acquisition and transmission in Los Angeles County.  The subaward funds will 
support the costs of three existing HIV Epidemiology staff positions over the approximate two-month 
term of the project:  1) a Chief Epidemiologist/Co-Principal Investigator at 25 percent whose primary 
responsibility will be directing the project, and will oversee the development of the study protocol, 
survey instrument and focus group guide, Institutional Review Board (IRB) approvals and coordinate 
with the funder, and collaborators; 2); a Supervising Epidemiologist/Principal Investigator at one-
percent who will serve as a consultant and oversee the development of the study protocol, IRB, and 
implementation of the project; and 3) an Epidemiologist/Project Coordinator at 50 percent who will 
assist in the IRB submissions, develop the data bases for data collection, train the study staff at the 
two agencies and conduct data analysis and assist in the writing of the project report. The remaining 

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
11/30/2010
Page 2



percentage of each staff is to be covered by other grant funded projects.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The recommended actions support Goal 4, Health and Mental Health, of the County’s Strategic Plan.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Under the subaward from UCLA, DPH will receive $20,000 for participation in the research study, 
effective upon execution by both parties, but no sooner than Board approval, through January 31, 
2011.  The funding received will support personnel assigned to this study and other operating 
expenses. 

Funding for this study is included in DPH’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2010-11 Final Budget, and will be 
requested in future FYs, as necessary.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

UCLA received a grant from the National Institute of Mental Health to participate in the CHIPTS 
research project.  In order to meet the goals and objectives of the project, UCLA is entering into an 
agreement with DPH to conduct a study entitled “A Street-Based Pilot Study of Latino Gay and 
Bisexual Men”.

In February 2010, UCLA released a funding opportunity for pilot grant applications.

On March 12, 2010, DPH responded to the UCLA funding announcement.  Funding was confirmed in 
April 2010.  Initially, funders planned to execute a Memorandum of Understanding for the 
disbursement of funds, but subsequently decided that a subaward was required, thereby delaying 
the receipt of funds and preventing DPH from bringing this action to your Board sooner.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Acceptance of Subaward Agreement Number 2000 G NC818 will allow DPH to participate in a 
project to collect data for the purpose of developing a community-level intervention aimed at 
reducing the HIV epidemic among Latino and African American MSM and MSM/W’s in Los Angeles 
County.
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Respectfully submitted,

JONATHAN E. FIELDING, M.D., M.P.H.

Director and Health Officer

JEF:srp
BL#01659

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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